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Introduction to Literary Studies
English 2205, section 002
Professor Caldwell
mcaldwell@eiu.edu
Office: CH 3050
Hours: M 1-3, W & F 11-12, and by appt.
Required Texts
Lewis Carroll, Alice in WoniJerland (1865)
William Shakespeare, AMUJJummer Nigbt'.J Dream (ca. 1590)
Henxy James, The Turn of the Screw (1898)
Katherine Dunn, Geek Love (1989)
Poetxy and short fiction TBA (see below)
MLA Handbook/or Writer.t ofRuearcb Paper.t
Course Expectations and Policies
The purpose of English 2205 is to help you develop and hone the skills necessary to be a
successful English major. In this course you will strengthen your analytical reading and
writing skills by practicing close reading of texts, by reading texts in their literary, historical,
and cultural contexts, and by becoming familiar with the kinds of research resources available
to you. Although critical thinking, writing, and research skills are key to your success as an
English major, they are also skills that are broadly applicable-indeed, essential-to your
endeavors beyond the walls of Eastern.
I am absolutely committed to your success in this course, but ultimately you are responsible for
your own education. Do not allow yourself to get behind in the course and do not ignore any
difficulties that you may experience. You should consult with me early and often about your
papers or any difficulties you are experiencing with the reading. I am happy to help at all
stages of your writing process -from topic development to working through difficult passages
to developing your thesis to constructing and/or revising drafts, etc. In short, when you need
help, be proactive and seek it out.

Attendance and Participation
In order to succeed in this class it is abJOlutely e.Mential for you do the reading, attend class
regularly with your text in hand, participate in lively and meaningful discussion of our
assigned texts, and take notes. Your participation grade will be based on your contributions to
class discussion and attendance. I will give you updates on your participation grade
periodically throughout the course, but you may ask me about your participation grade at any
point in the semester. In general, high grades (i.e. A- high B) are reserved for those students
who are well prepared for class and make meaningful contributions on a daily basis; average
grades (i.e. low B - C) are reserved for those students who are prepared but who participate
only on occasion or those who participate regularly but not meaningfully; and low grades (i.e.
D - F) are reserved for those students who are not well prepared and/or who make no
meaningful contributions to class discussion.
Attendance is crucial, and you can expect your final grade to drop by l/3 a letter grade for
each additional absence after your ~ absence. If there is a reason why you must miss class for
an extended period of time, you should consult with me early about your absences. I reserve
the right to count you absent for behavior inappropriate and unbefitting to a college classroom
including, but not limited to, texting, chatting, or any irrelevant use of technology in class,
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reading materials irrelevant to class, consistent tardiness, sleeping, or any other behavior that
is disrespectful to your peers.

If you miJJ cf.a.JJ on the day of the miJ-term or final exam, you will not he permitted to make up the exam
unluJ you can document an excUJed ab<1ence.
Coordination with Other Sections
Our class will be coordinated this semester with the two other sections of English 2205 being
offered by Professors Vietto and McGregor. The purpose of coordinating our sections is to
ensure that students in the English major share a common set of skills for literary study, to
give you an opportunity to meet and learn from more than one instructor, and to help establish
a sense of community among students new to the English major.

Plenary Se<1<1ioM: Frequently throughout the semester, our class will meet in joint sessions with
the other two sections and their instructors in the D~udna Lecture Hall (Room 1210 Doudna
Fine Arts Center).
Quizzes, Homework. and Major Ass~ments
Quizzes and in class writing assignments will be given without prior notice and may cover any
material from the class, including assigned readings, concepts discussed in class, vocabulary
terms, or research methods.
Written homework will be assigned in class as needed; if you miss class, you should check with
a classmate or me to learn whether you missed an assignment. Homework that is late will lose
25% of its value each calendar day it is late (that is to say, after four days, late homework
becomes an automatic 0).
Detailed assignments for the major essays and the scene performance to be completed with A
MiJ<1ummer Night'<I Dream will be distributed as those assignments approach. In addition, there
may be homework assignments designed to help you develop your ideas for those projects.
The Ringuette Cup project will involve you working in teams in competition with other
students in all three sections of the course; you will have a large portion of the semester to
work on it and I will give a few minutes in class for you touch base with your team members,
but some meetings outside of class may also be necessary.
If you wish to do so, you may submit any essay longer than 750 words to your Electronic
Writing Portfolio by the end of the semester.

Plagiarism
The English Department's policy on plagiarism states the following:
"Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism - 'The appropriation or imitation of the
language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's
original work' (Random HoUJe Dictionary of the Eng/Mh Language) - has the right and the
responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including
immediate assignments, of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the course,
and to report the incident to the Office of Student Standards."
To put this another way: plagiarism absolutely will not be tolerated in this class. Plagiarists will
he reported to the Office of Student Standards and will fail the course. If you are confused
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about plagiarism at any point in the semester, it is incumbent upon you to ask me about it
before you turn in an assignment.

Grades and Grading Scale
Assi,g-nment
Attendance I Participation
Homework I Quizzes
Poetrv Explication
Scene Performance
Turn of the Screw Essay
Geek Love Essav
Short Fiction Essay
Ringuette Cup
Mid-term Exam
Final Exam

Weight
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%

Final Grading Scale
90-100? A
80-89 B
70-79 c
60-69 D
59and below F

Information for students with disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please
contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.
WehCT and the Close Reading Cooperative
I will make course handouts and additional readings available in WebCT as needed. In
addition to required reading, we will have some required viewing. The Close Reading
Cooperative is a video podcast in literary studies produced here at Eastern in order to help you
stay in practice with some of the nuts-and-bolts skills we'll build this semester. When podcast
episodes are assigned, I will post links in W ebCT to the assignments, but you can also find
available episodes by searching for "Close Reading Cooperative" on YouTube.

00Your enrolbnent in tbi,; coar.Je con..;tital:ed your agreement to tbe <1tate of a.ffair.1 oatlineiJ in tbe
coar<1e polU:ie.J wteiJ ahove and in tbe .1cbeiJule of retiding.1 below. 00
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Course Calendar
Readings are due on the date /Mted. Additional home-work assignments, including required
viewing of episodes of the Close Reading Cooperative podcast, will be made in class. Revisions
to the syllabus may be made as needed throughout the semester and will be announced in
class. Plenary sessions are marked with an °asterisk0 •
MAug20

Course introduction: Defining literary interpretation

WAug22

Alice in Wonderland pp. 1-61

0

PAug24

Introductory plenary session, Doudna Lecture Hall (1210 DFAC).
Alice in Wonderland pp. 62-99

MAug27

Through the Looking-Gia,"' pp. 103-119

WAug29

Through the Looking-G/aJJ pp. 120-168

0

P Aug31

Through the Loo/cing-G/aJJ pp. 169-209; plenary session, 1210 DFAC

MSept3

Labor Day observed-no classes

WSept5

Poetry (readings TBA)

0

P Sept 7

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC

MSept 10

Poetry (readings TBA)

WSept 12

Poetry (readings TBA)

0

P Sept 14

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC

MSept 17

Poetry (readings TBA)

WSept 19

Poetry (readings TBA)

0

P Sept 21

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC

0

M Sept 24

WSept26

00 Poetry explications due
Plenarv session, 1210 DFAC
MNIJActI

F Sept28

MNIJActII

MOctl

MNDActIII

WOct3

MNIJActIV

FOct5

Fall Break - no class

MOct8

MNDActV

WOct 10

MND performance work

F Oct 12

Mid-term exam

MOct 15

Plenary session, 1210 DFACMND performances

°WOctl7

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC MND performances

0

0

P Oct 19

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC
Read The Turn of the Screw pp. 22-29

4

•

'

..

~·

MOct22

The Turn of the Screw pp. 29-78

WOct24

The Turn of the Screw pp. 78-120; essay topics discussed in class

FOct26

The Turn of the Screw, cultural documents, pp. 121-186

MOct29

Conferences - bring your essay draft

FNov2

00 Turn of the Screw essay due
Plenary session, 1210 DFAC
Geek Love pp. 3-63

MNov5

Geek Love pp. 64-145

WNov7

Geek Love pp. 146-220

FNov9

Geek Love pp. 221-279

MNov 12

Geek Love pp. 280-348

WNov 14

Conferences - bring your essay draft

FNov 16

00

Nov 19-23

Thanksgiving Break-no class

0

0

WOct31

MNov26

Geek Love essay due; short fiction to read over break assigned

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC

WNov28

Short fiction

FNov30

Short fiction
00 Ringuette Cup submissions due

MDec3

Short fiction/poetry

•w0ecs

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC. Ringuette Cup winners announced

FDec7

00

Tues. Dec. 11

Final exam

Short fiction essay due

10:15-12:15
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